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Morgan Territory Regional Preserve. Then and now...
Relics of Morgan Territory Regional Preserve’s ranching past are evident throughout the eastern Contra
Costa County preserve. Morgan Territory is named for Jeremiah Morgan, born in Alabama in 1818.
Morgan became a Forty-Niner in 1849 when he emigrated to California and briefly mined for gold. He
left California for lowa but returned with his family in 1853. In 1857 he started a ranch in the area that
today bears his name after having seen the land while on a hunting expedition. The Cleese family (inset
and below) was photographed in today’s Morgan Territory sometime near the turn of the century.
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