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Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve. Then and now...
Rose Hill Cemetery, a popular hiking destination today, was a protestant burial ground for the five nineteenth-
century coal mining communities that comprise today’s Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve in Antioch.  
The historic cemetery serves as a monument to the men, women, and children who died in the harsh living  
and mining conditions of the era. Park District Naturalist Carleen Bruins (inset) described the cemetery’s 
history to schoolchildren circa 1975 just as educational programs today utilize the cemetery and the park’s 
underground visitor center to interpret the park’s coal- and sand-mining past. 
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